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Memo 
To: PCC Leadership 
From: Board of Elders 
Date: Original-November 21, 2001, Updated-August 2012, Updated-July 2017 
 

Major Doctrines, Doctrines with Scriptural Latitude, and 
Statements on Contemporary Cultural Issues 

 

Introduction:  
Evangelicals believe that there are certain controlling convictions, each of which is regarded as 
being true, of vital importance and grounded in Scripture. These controlling convictions “set us 
apart” from all other religions and religious groups that do not hold to these same convictions. 
These controlling convictions are referred to as “major doctrines”.  
 
There are other convictions where a substantial degree of latitude and diversity may be 
accepted within the evangelical community due to Scripture being silent or offering a variety of 
approaches. These other convictions are referred to as “doctrines with Scriptural latitude”. 
Perhaps God allows different evangelical groups to come to different conclusions in order to (a) 
minister to those special sheep God grants them, and (b) to keep us humble (i.e., since we 
cannot build a monolithic church in which everyone agrees on everything, we must humbly 
acknowledge that our understanding is finite, not exhaustive; genuine believers will not always 
see things the way we do). Our stated position on any of these areas of Scriptural latitude will 
not prohibit us from partnering with other churches or ministries that do not share our 
position.   
 
Finally, there are still other convictions laid out in this document which are referred to as 
“statements on contemporary cultural issues”. These statements identify specific truths, which, 
despite being clearly taught in Scripture, have become increasingly questioned, challenged, or 
abandoned in our contemporary culture. New statements will be added as needed.  
 
In “making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit”, PCC’s Board of Elders have devised 
an “officially held church position” on a number of doctrines which can be used to (a) screen 
leadership and teachers, and (b) provide for an official view of the church to be used by 
teachers, home group leaders, and in counseling. This paper is intended to supplement PCC’s 
constitution and other position papers and policies.  
 
MAJOR DOCTRINES:  
 

1. GOD (Article IV, Section A of Constitution)  
a. Living God (Ps 97:7, 115:3) 
b. One and only true God (Deut 6:4, IS 44:6-8, Mk 12:28-32) 
c. One God eternally existing in three distinct persons—Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

(Gen 1:1-2, Mt 28:19-20, Jn 1:1-2, Acts 5:3-4) 
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d. Creator and sustainer of all things (Gen 1:1, John 1:3)  
e. Rules over everything, Sovereign (Ez 12:28, Rev 17:14) 

2. JESUS CHRIST (Article IV, Section C of Constitution) 
a. Fully God, Deity (Jn 1:1-3, 10:30, 14:7-11, 17:11, Rom 1:1-4, Heb 2:14-18) 
b. Fully man, virgin birth (Is 7:14, Mt 1:20-23, Lk 1:30-31, 34-35, 37, Jn 1:14) 
c. Sinless (Jn 8:46a, 1 Pet 2:21-22) 
d. Literally rose from the dead after three days, in a renewed, physical resurrected 

body (Rom 1:1-4, 1 Cor 15:12-24) 
e. One and only mediator between God and man (1 Tim 2:5-6) 

3. HOLY SPIRIT (Article IV, Section F of Constitution) 
a. Personal being just as the Father and the Son are (1 Cor 2:10-11, Eph 4:30, 1 Cor 

2:11) 
b. Directs and enables evangelistic efforts, and regenerates people (Acts 1:8, Acts 

8:26,29, Titus 3:5, Jn 3:3-7, 16) 
c. Permanently indwells and seals (eternally secures) all believers (Rom 5:5, 8:9, 1 

Cor 3:16, 6:19, Eph 1:13) 
d. Causes the believer to grow in the likeness of Christ, filling the believer with 

power to live a godly life and bear witness to Jesus Christ (Eph 5:18) 
e. Gives spiritual gifts to all believers (1 Cor 12:7-11) 

4. SCRIPTURE (Article IV, Section B of Constitution)  
a. Inspired Word of the living God (2 Sam 23:2, Acts 28:25, 1 Cor 2:13, 2 Tim 3:16, 

Heb 3:7, 10:15, 16, 2 Pet 1:21) 
b. Infallible/Inerrant, as originally given 
c. Final authority for our faith and practice 

5. MAN (Article IV, Section D of Constitution) 
a. Created in image of God (Is 59:2) 
b. All have sinned against God (Is 64:6, Rom 3:10-12, 3:22b-23, 5:12, 8:7, Eph 4:18) 
c. All need personal redemption from sin through the new birth 

6. SIN (Article IV, Section D of Constitution)  
a. Sin separates us from God (Is 59:2) 
b. God hates sin (Gen 6:5-7, Ps 5:4-6, Heb 12:28-29) 
c. The penalty for sin is death (Rom 3:23) 

7. SALVATION (Article IV, Section E of Constitution) 
a. God sent Jesus to save us from our sins by His death and resurrection (Rom 4:25, 

5:8) 
b. Salvation is available to all mankind (1 Tim 2:5-6) 
c. Salvation is a free gift from God, not something we can earn (Rom 3:21-26) 
d. Salvation is by faith alone in Jesus Christ. There is nothing man can do on his own 

to obtain salvation…no amount of good works, kindness, charity, etc is sufficient 
(Eph 2:8-9, Rom 3:27-28, 4:2-5, Heb 11:6) 

e. To obtain salvation a person must be born again, “born spiritually” through the 
work of the Holy Spirit (Jn 3:3-8) 

f. Born again believers have been forgiven and have eternal life (Jn 3:16-18, 11:25-
26a, Acts 3:19-20, 13:38-39) 
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g. “Believing in Jesus” means that Jesus is God, not merely a messenger from God 
such as a prophet or an apostle (Jn 3:18, 14:6) 

h. “Believing in Jesus” means desiring the Lordship of Jesus Christ in every area of 
life, not merely having an intellectual belief (Lk 6:46, Rom 1:9, Jas 1:22) 

8. HELL (Article IV, Section E of Constitution)  
a. There is a real, literal hell. It is a specific place with eternal fire. Those who are 

not saved will be imprisoned and punished there forever (Rev 19:20, 20:10, 
20:14-15) 

b. There is a literal devil and demons. They are angels who rebelled against God (Jn 
10:7-10, 1 Peter 5:8, Rev 12:7-9) 

9. RETURN OF CHRIST (Article IV, Section H of Constitution) 
a. Jesus is going to come back and judge everyone who has ever lived. He will 

reward the righteous and punish the wicked (Dan 7:21-22, Jn 5:22-23, Jude 14-
15, Rev 20:11-15) 

10. BELIEVER’S POSITION (Article IV, Section G of Constitution) 
a. A believer is no longer a child of wrath, but is literally born into God’s family and 

given Christ’s nature. A believer has changed nature, regeneration. (Jn 1:13, 3:1-
8, 2 Cor 5:17, Gal 6:15, Eph 2:10, 4:24, Jas 1:18, 1 Pet 1:23, 1 Jn 2:29, 3:9, 4:7, 
5:4,18) 

b. A believer is no longer a child of the world, but is given the position of an adult 
son in God’s family. A believer has a changed position, adoption (Rom 8:14-17, 
Gal 4:1-7, Eph 1:15, 1 Jn 3:1) 

c. A believer is no longer a sinner in God’s sight because He imputes to the 
individual the righteousness of Jesus Christ. A believer has a changed standing, 
justification (Lk 18:14, Rom 3:24, 4:25, 1 Cor 6:11, Tit 3:7) 

d. A believer is no longer defiled and unclean, but is now separated and holy unto 
God in Christ Jesus. A believer has a changed character, now and ongoing, 
sanctification (Acts 26:18, 1 Pet 1:2, Lv 11:44, 1 Thes 4:3, 5:23, 2 Cor 3:17) 

e. A believer is no longer God’s enemy, but now has peace with Him, and is His 
friend. A believer has a changed relationship, reconciliation 

 
DOCTRINES WITH SCRIPTURAL LATITUDE: 
 

1. BAPTISM (Article II, Section B, Para. 11 of Constitution) 
a. Baptism is not essential for salvation 
b. PCC will show tolerance toward an individual’s mode of Baptism, not making this 

an issue for either fellowship or membership 
c. PCC will practice believers baptism and immersion 

2. CREATION ORDER 
a. One’s stance on the age of the earth is not something that is essential to 

salvation 
b. PCC will tolerate both new and old earth views 

3. CHARISMATIC GIFTS 
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a. No gift mentioned in Scripture has necessarily ceased (1 Cor 14:39, 1 Thes 5:19-
20) 

b. Gifts are given as the Son deems necessary for the building up and outreach 
ministry of the Church (1 Cor 2:7, Eph 3:12) 

c. Gifts are to be used for the edification of the Church (1 Tim 3:5, 1 Cor 14, 1 Thes 
5:21-23, 1 Pet 4:10) 

d. No gift should be used in such a way as to relegate Scripture to a secondary 
authority in the life of the Church (1 Cor 14:29, 1 Thes 5:21-22, Acts 20:32) 

e. There is no distinct, normative, second blessing “second work of grace” or 
“baptism of the Holy Spirit” in which the Spirit for the first time fills and 
empowers the believer 

f. Tongues are no more a gift for every believer than any other spiritual gift (1 Cor 
12:30) 

g. While PCC does not incorporate tongues and related utterances into official 
gatherings and public worship, it will try to create a climate of Christian 
fellowship and worship that will welcome both those who speak in tongues and 
those that do not 

4. END TIMES (ESCHATOLOGY)  
a. The purpose of history, where it is headed (new heaven and a new earth, all to 

the glory of God, as He establishes His Son as head over everything) must not be 
disputed.  

b. PCC will show tolerance toward views on timing and order of historical events.  
5. PREDESTINATION/FREE WILL—While Scripture makes it clear that God predestines 

(Ephesians 1) there is mystery surrounding how He predestines and yet calls on men 
everywhere to make a personal response to the Gospel, to the general gospel call. While 
only those who have the specific call of God (like Lazarus coming out of the tomb) will 
be able to respond to the general call, all are held responsible for rejecting the general 
call. Such a position is the only one that can keep the “free will/sovereignty of God 
tensions” intact. We must deny either pole if we want to remain biblical.  

6. CHURCH GOVERNMENT—PCC has adopted an elder rule form of government, because 
we believe it is the closest to the biblical model. However, other forms (e.g., 
congregational and/or bishop led) could be argued from Scripture.  

7. STYLE OF WORSHIP 
a. PCC is committed to the truth that God has created and enjoys the fine arts. 

Therefore we, too, should enjoy them and employ them in ministering the 
Gospel 

b. PCC holds to a philosophy of modern styles for modern people. Therefore, most 
music presented will be in contemporary popular styles 

c. PCC believes that, while most vocal music will have lyrics of an explicit Christian 
nature, all music is appropriate for use in Church life. This will obviously exclude 
music with obscene or anti-Christian lyrics unless this music is used for 
illustration purposes 
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d. PCC does not view Christian life as dualistic, meaning separated into sacred and 
secular spheres. God is a part of all that we do. Therefore, Christians should treat 
every artistic experience in light of this fact 

e. PCC adheres to the biblical principle that people should not violate their own 
consciences when experiencing art. If a person believes it is sin to experience a 
particular presentation, they should not attend. Neither should a Christian 
participate in an artistic event in a way that will cause weaker Christians to 
stumble 

8. GENDER ROLES IN MARRIAGE AND THE CHURCH— PCC is committed in belief and 
practice to a complementarian view of gender roles in marriage and in the church. The 
intention with the word “complementarian” is to locate our way of life between two 
kinds of error: on the one side would be the abuses of women under male domination, 
and on the other side would be the negation of gender differences where they have 
beautiful significance. Which means that, on the one hand, we as complementarians 
acknowledge and lament the history of abuses of women personally and systemically, 
and the present evils globally and locally in the exploitation and diminishing of women 
and girls. And, on the other hand, we lament the contemporary cultural impulse to 
minimize God-given differences between men and women and dismantle the order God 
has designed for the flourishing of our lives together. So, as complementarians we resist 
the impulses of a chauvinistic, dominating, and abusive culture, on the one side, and the 
impulses of a sex-blind, gender-leveling, unisex culture, on the other side. And we take 
our stand between these two ways of life not because the middle ground is a safe place 
(which it is emphatically not), but because we think this is the good plan of God in the 
Bible for men and women. “Very good,” as he said in Genesis 1. The Biblical principles of 
complementarianism and how they are practiced at PCC are detailed in the following:   

a. Both Adam and Eve were created in God's image, equal before God as persons 
and distinct in their manhood and womanhood (Gen 1:26-27, 2:18). 

b. Distinctions in masculine and feminine roles are ordained by God as part of the 
created order, and should find an echo in every human heart (Gen 2:18, 21-24; 1 
Cor 11:7-9; 1 Tim 2:12-14).  

c. Adam's headship in marriage was established by God before the Fall, and was 
not a result of sin (Gen 2:16-18, 21-24, 3:1-13; 1 Cor 11:7-9). Eve was created to 
be a strong helper (ezer) for Adam (Gen 2:18). Ezer is used 21 times in the OT 
alone, 16 of which are descriptions of God himself (Ps 54:4, 118:7). God's role 
as ezer gives needed perspective. Since God is the ultimate example of what it 
means to be a strong helper (Heb 13:6), He demonstrates how it is a high and 
worthy calling.  

d. The complementary roles of men and women in both marriage and the church 
reflect the mystery of diversity within our Triune God. In marriage, both 
husbands and wives look to Jesus as their example. Husbands live out the role of 
Christ as the sacrificial and sanctifying head of the church (Eph. 5:25-33, 1 Cor. 
11:3). Wives live out the role of Christ as submissive Son of the Father, 
submitting to the husband as the church submits to Christ, its head (Phil. 2:1-11, 
Eph. 5:22-24). Because God is the head of Christ (1 Cor. 11:3), headship does not 

http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=NASB&passage=Genesis+1
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indicate superiority; rather, the Father and the Son are equal and thus 
submission is voluntary. The voluntary, though commanded, nature of a 
woman’s submission reflects the beauty of the Gospel, in which the ultimate act 
of Christ’s submission even unto death on a cross (Phil 2:8) accomplished 
salvation for God’s people. In the church, both men and women submit to one 
another and to the leadership of the church (Eph 5:21, Heb 13:7). 

e. The Fall introduced distortions into the relationships between men and women 
(Gen 3:1-7, 12, 16). In the home, the husband's loving, humble headship tends to 
be replaced by domination or passivity; the wife's intelligent, willing submission 
tends to be replaced by usurpation or servility. In the church, sin inclines men 
toward a worldly love of power or an abdication of spiritual responsibility, and 
inclines women to resist limitations on their roles or to neglect the use of their 
gifts in appropriate ministries. 

f. The Old Testament, as well as the New Testament, manifests the equally high 
value and dignity which God attached to the roles of both men and women (Gen 
1:26-27, 2:18; Gal 3:28). Both Old and New Testaments also affirm the principle 
of male headship in the family and in the covenant community (Gen 2:18; Eph 
5:21-33; Col 3:18-19; 1 Tim 2:11-15). 

g. Redemption in Christ aims at removing the distortions introduced by the curse. 
In the family, husbands should forsake harsh or selfish leadership and grow in 
love and care for their wives; wives should forsake resistance to their husbands' 
authority and grow in willing, joyful submission to their husbands' leadership 
(Eph 5:21-33; Col 3:18-19; Tit 2:3-5; 1 Pet 3:1-7). In the church, redemption in 
Christ gives men and women an equal share in the blessings of salvation (Gal 
3:26-29) and an equal mandate to use all their gifts to build up the body of Christ 
(Acts 1:14, 1 Cor 14:12). We see various examples in the New Testament of 
women using their gifts to build up the body of Christ. Some of those examples 
include women engaging in evangelism (John 4:39), discipleship (Titus 2:3-5), 
teaching (Acts 18:24-26), prophesy (Acts 21:7-9, 1 Cor 11:5), praying and 
prophesying in the gathered worship service (1 Cor 11:5), and leadership (Rom 
16:1-16). Therefore, both women, as well as men, are pursued and encouraged 
to exercise their gifts for the edification of the body of Christ under the 
leadership and eager oversight of the elders and pastors so that in all things 
Christ may be glorified. Nevertheless, some governing/teaching roles within the 
church are restricted to men (1 Cor 14:33-38, 1 Tim 2:11-12; 3:1-13, Titus 1:5-9). 
At PCC, these include the roles of Pastor, Elder, and Home Group Leader due to 
the authoritative teaching that each role requires. 

h. In all of life Christ is the supreme authority and guide for men and women, so 
that no earthly submission-domestic, religious, or civil-ever implies a mandate to 
follow a human authority into sin (Dan 3:10-18; Acts 4:19-20, 5:27-29; 1 Pet 3:1-
2). 

i. In both men and women a heartfelt sense of call to ministry should never be 
used to set aside Biblical criteria for particular ministries (1 Tim 2:11-15, 3:1-
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13; Tit 1:5-9). Rather, Biblical teaching should remain the authority for testing 
our subjective discernment of God's will. 

j. Our complementarian beliefs and practices will not prohibit us from partnering 
with other churches and ministries that subscribe to other views.   

9. MARRIAGE, DIVORCE & REMARRIAGE 
a. God’s intention is that marriage will be a life-long commitment between a man 

and a woman. (Gen 2:22-24, Matt 19:4-6) 
b. God is grieved when marriages end in divorce (Mal 2:13-16, Rom 7:1-3, 1 Cor 

7:39) 
c. Divorce is allowed where a believer is married to an unbeliever who wants a 

divorce (1 Cor 7:12-16). However, the believer is not to pursue the divorce, if the 
unbelieving spouse agrees to stay in marriage.  

d. Divorce is justified in the case of adultery (Mt 5:31-32, 19:3-9, Deut 24:1-4) 
e. A divorced believer should remain unmarried and pursue reconciliation until the 

former spouse is remarried or dies (1 Cor 7:11, Deut 24:1-4) 
f. Remarriage is permissible when:  

i. A spouse dies (Rom 7:2-31, 1 Cor 7:39) 
ii. The unbelieving spouse has divorced after deserting this spouse and then 

remarried (1 Cor 7:15) 
iii. The former spouse was guilty of repetitive adultery and eventually ended 

the marriage and will not agree to reconciliation (Matt 5:32, 19:9) 
 
STATEMENTS ON CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL ISSUES:  
 

1. SANCTITY AND DIGNITY OF ALL HUMAN LIFE  
a. All human life bears the very image of God, the Imago Dei (Gen 1:27), and is 

therefore sacred from conception until natural death. 
b. Inherent to the idea of loving your neighbor (Matt 22:36-40) is a robust 

understanding of the dignity of all human life.  This includes not only the family 
next door, but also preborn children (Ps 139:13-16), disabled individuals (Lev 
19:14, John 9:2-3, Matt 25:40) victims of trafficking (Is 58:6), those trapped in 
poverty (Ps 41:1), the immigrant and exile among us (Lev 19:33-34) as well as the 
elderly (Lev 19:32). Both physician-assisted suicide and euthanasia are 
prohibited by the sixth commandment (Exod 20:13) because human life is a gift 
from God and belongs to God. 

2. SEXUALITY 
a. Heterosexuality is God's revealed will for humankind. A chaste and faithful 

expression of this orientation (whether in singleness or in marriage) is the ideal 
to which God calls all people. Sexual relations when between a man and a 
woman within the boundaries of marriage are good for both pleasure and 
procreation. (Gen 2:18-25, 1 Cor 7:1-7) 

b. Same-sex orientation is a result of the fall of humanity into a sinful condition that 
pervades every person. Whatever biological or familial roots of same-sex 
attraction may be discovered, we do not believe that these would sanction or 
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excuse homosexual behavior, though they would deepen our compassion and 
patience for those who are struggling to be free from sexual temptations. (Rom 
1:21-27, Jas 1:13-15) 

c. There is hope for the person with a same-sex orientation in that Jesus Christ 
offers a healing alternative in which the power of sin is broken and the person is 
freed to know and experience his or her true identity in Christ and in the 
fellowship of his Church. (1 Cor 6:9-11, 2 Cor 5:16-21) 

d. This freedom is attained through a process which includes recognizing 
homosexual behavior as sin, renouncing the practice of homosexual behavior, 
rediscovering healthy, non-erotic friendships with people of the same sex, 
embracing a moral sexual lifestyle, and in the age to come, rising from the dead 
with a new body free from every sinful impulse. This process parallels the similar 
process of sanctification needed in dealing with heterosexual temptations as 
well. We believe that this freedom comes through faith in Jesus Christ, by the 
power of his Spirit. (Col 3:1-5, 1 Thes 4:1-8, 1 Cor 6:9-11) 

e. All persons have been created in the image of God and should be accorded 
human dignity. Hateful, fearful, unconcerned harassment of persons with a 
same-sex orientation should be repudiated. We believe that respect for persons 
with a same-sex orientation involves honest, reasoned, nonviolent sharing of 
facts concerning the immorality and liability of homosexual behavior. On the 
other hand, endorsing behavior which the Bible disapproves endangers persons 
and dishonors God. (Rom 14:19, Eph 4:29, Col 4:6, Gal 6:10, 1 Cor 10:32-33)  

f. Christian churches should reach out in love and truth to minister to people 
touched by same-sex attraction and orientation and we believe that those who 
contend Biblically against their own sexual temptation should be patiently 
assisted in their battle, not ostracized or disdained. However, the more 
prominent a leadership role or modeling role a person holds in a church, the 
higher will be the expectations for God's ideal of sexual obedience and 
wholeness. We affirm that both heterosexual and persons with same-sex 
attraction should find help in the church to engage in the Biblical battle against 
all improper sexual thoughts and behaviors. (Mark 2:17, Gal 6:1, Jas 3:1, 5:19-20, 
1 Tim 3:1-13) 
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